
 

Drought, drying and climate change: Emerging health issues for ageing
Australians in rural areas

   
   
   
Abstract:

Older Australians living in rural areas have long faced significant challenges in maintaining health. Their
circumstances are shaped by the occupations, lifestyles, environments and remoteness which characterise
the diversity of rural communities. Many rural regions face threats to future sustainability and greater
proportions of the aged reside in these areas. The emerging changes in Australia's climate over the past
decade may be considered indicative of future trends, and herald amplification of these familiar challenges
for rural communities. Such climate changes are likely to exacerbate existing health risks and compromise
community infrastructure in some instances. This paper discusses climate change-related health risks
facing older people in rural areas, with an emphasis on the impact of heat, drought and drying on rural and
remote regions. Adaptive health sector responses are identified to promote mitigation of this substantial
emerging need as individuals and their communities experience the projected impact of climate change.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-6612.2010.00424.x   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Author(s): Horton G, Hanna L, Kelly B
Year: 2010
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Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal, Rural

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cardiovascular Effect, General Health Impact, Injury, Mental Health/Stress

Cardiovascular Effect: Heart Attack, Stroke

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Remote Indigenous communities

Resource Type:  

Page 2 of 3

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?



format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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